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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1-8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) An accounting apparatus for charging for a process for 
image data, executed in response to a request from a requester, wherein the process for the 
image data includes at least a RIP p r e det e rmin e d imag e processing for the image data and an 
image formation processing of th e imag e data subj e cted to th e imag e proce s sing, data^the 
accounting apparatus comprising: 

a receiving unit that receives data of the RIP processing; 

a storing unit that stores a first relationship between a condition of the RIP processing 
and an accounting amount for the condition of the RIP processing; 

a first accounting amount calculation unit for calculating that calculates a first 
accounting amount for th e e x e cut e d imag e processing: b y using the data of the RIP 
processing received by the receiving unit and the first relationship; and 

an accounting unit for ex e cuting an that executes a first accounting processing of 
charging the requester, which has made the request for the image processing and th e image 
formation p rocessing, for the calculated first accounting amount. 

10. (Currently Amended) The accounting apparatus according to claim 9, further 
comprising: 

a second accounting amount calculation unit for calculating that calculates a second 
accounting amount for th e e x e cut e d image formation processing, p rocessing of the image data 
which is processed by the RIP processing, the image formation processing being a processing 
which prints an image of a recording medium, wherein : 

the receiving unit receives data of the image formation processing; 
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the storing unit stores a second relationship between a condition of the image 
formation processing and an accounting amount for the condition of the image formation 
processing; 

the second accounting amount calculation unit calculates a second accounting amount 
by using the data of the image formation processing received by the receiving unit and the 
second relationship; and 

the accounting unit executes the -a second accounting processing of charging the 
r e qu e st e r, which has mad e th e r e qu e st for th e imag e proc e ssing and th e image formation 
processing, for th e calculated first accounting amount and requestor for the calculated second 
accounting amount. 

11. (Original) The accounting apparatus according to claim 9, wherein: 

the requester includes a first requester apparatus and a second requester apparatus; and 
the first accounting amount calculation unit increases the first accounting amount for 

the first requester apparatus when the second requester apparatus executes the image 

processing requested by the first requester apparatus. 

12. (Original) The accounting apparatus according to claim 9, wherein: 

the requester includes a first requester apparatus and a second requester apparatus; and 
the first accounting amount calculation unit decreases the first accounting amount for 
the second requester apparatus when the second requester apparatus executes the image 
processing requested by the first requester apparatus and then the image processing requested 
by the second requester apparatus is executed. 

13. (Original) The accounting apparatus according to claim 9, wherein: 

the request for the image processing designates details of the image processing; and 
the first accounting amount calculation unit calculates the first accounting amount on 
the basis of the designated details of the image processing. 
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14-15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) An accounting method for charging for each of 
processings for image data, which is executed in response to a request from a requester, 
wherein the processings include a pr e determin e d imag e RIP p rocessing for the image data and 
an image formation proc e ssing for th e image data subject e d to th e imag e proc e ssing, data, the 
method comprising: 

receiving data of the RIP processing; 

storing a first relationship between a condition of the RIP processing and an 
accounting amount for the condition of the RIP processing; 

calculating a first accounting amount for th e e x e cut e d image proces s ing; b y using the 
data of the received RIP processing, and 

executing an-a first accounting processing of charging the requester, which has made 
the request for the image processing and the image formation proc e ssing, for the calculated 
first accounting amount. 

17. (Original) The accounting method according to claim 16, wherein: 

the requester includes a first requester apparatus and a second requester apparatus; and 
the accounting processing increases the first accounting amount for the first requester 

apparatus when the second requester apparatus executes the image processing requested by 

the first requester apparatus. 

18. (New) A computer readable storage medium storing a program causing a 
computer to execute a method for charging for a process for image data, executed in response 
to a request from a requestor, wherein the process for the image data includes at least a RIP 
image processing for the image data, the method comprising: 

receiving data of the RIP processing; 
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storing a first relationship between a condition of the REP processing and an 
accounting amount for the condition of the RIP processing; 

calculating a first accounting amount for the executed image processing by using the 
data of the received RIP processing; and 

executing a first accounting processing of charging the requester, which has made the 
request for the image processing and the image formation processing for the calculated first 
accounting amount. 

19. (New) The computer readable storage medium according to claim 18, 
wherein: 

the requestor includes a first requestor apparatus and a second requestor apparatus; 

and 

the accounting processing increases the first accounting amount for the first requestor 
apparatus when the second requestor apparatus executes the image processing requested by 
the first requestor apparatus. 

20. (New) The accounting apparatus accounting to claim 9, wherein the first 
relationship includes a plurality of relationships between a plurality of conditions of the RIP 
processing and a plurality of accounting amounts, each of the accounting amounts 
corresponding to each of the conditions. 

21. (New) The accounting apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the condition 
includes at least one of a file size and a number of pages. 

22. (New) The accounting apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the accounting 
unit starts to execute the first accounting processing before the image formation processing is 
executed. 
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